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Definition and Recent Trends of Serial Nomination

RII Hae Un
Chair Professor, Dongguk University

Definition of Serial Nomination

In general, each State Party may nominate a property in the territory. But in many
cases, more than two components in a single State Party or more than two State
Parties nominate as a World Heritage under the single name. In this case, there are
two different types of nomination — one is transboundary nomination and the other is
serial nomination according to the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of
the World Heritage Convention.

Transboundary property nomination may occur on the territory of all concerned States
Parties having adjacent borders. Such a case is also regarded as the serial properties.

Serial properties include two or more component parts related by clearly defined links
between component parts. Each component part should contribute to the Outstanding
Universal Value of the nominated property as a whole in a substantial, scientific,
readily defined and discernible way, and may include, inter alia, intangible attributes.

In fact, a serial nominated property might be two different cases. One is a serial
national property on the territory of a single State Party. The other is a serial
transnational property within the territory of different States parties, which need not be
contiguous and it nominated with the consent of all States Parties concerned.

Recent Trends of Serial Nomination

When the inscription of World Heritage was started in 1978, all of cultural heritage
inscribed as World Heritage were nominated with single component. These are historic
center or city, ancient city and town, a single building or monument, park, etc. In fact,
single nomination in a single State Party was predominant in the early period of World
Heritage inscription.

Soon after, the number of serial nomination was getting increase in a single State
Party. Because of the inscription gap of World Heritage by regions, heritage categories,
State Parties, and because of increasing the number of nominated heritage, the World
Heritage Committee started to discuss the total number of nomination to be evaluated
from the year of 2001. Such a circumstance made the increase of serial nomination,
especially the transboundary nomination.
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Serial nomination is getting more and more in a single State Party. And the
transboundary nomination is also increased not only in the neighboring State Parties
having adjacent borders but also State Parties in the world having the cultural heritage
contributing the Outstanding Universal Value as a whole. In this case, adjacent borders
are not necessary. Such a example is “The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier, an
Outstanding Contribution to the Modern Movement~ inscribed in 2016 with 17 sites
from 7 State Parties.

Major points concerning for the Serial Nomination

Component parts for the serial nomination in a single State Party or in multiple
State Parties should reflect cultural, social or functional links over time that provide,
where relevant, landscape, ecological, evolutionary or habitat connectivity. And each
component part should contribute to the Outstanding Universal Value(OUV) of the
property as a whole.

Therefore, the name of the nominated property should represent whole component
parts. The process of nomination of the property should take fully into account the
overall manageability and coherence of the property. The selection of the component
parts is also important, because all component parts of the property should support
directly to the OUV as a whole. The selection of components is the decision by
the State Party(ies) and the most important consideration might be the selection of
components. because components should approve the name, OUV and criteria of
nominated heritage. Those components should not be just listed at all.



